Modifications of the 2015 Series Arlington Public Schools Population 

and Enrollment Forecasts 

McKibben Demographic Research 

1. Slight reduction in the high school dropout rate. - The dropout rate in the 
forecasts are held at the average of the last five years. The rate for 2015 was 
lower than that average, thus the rate was modified. 

2. The out-migration of children in the 2010 birth cohort is higher. - A greater 
number of pre-school children in the 2010 birth cohort (and their families) appear 
to have out-migrated at a higher rate than in past years. The size of this cohort 
has been modified to reflect that change. 

3. The distribution of births in 2010 appears to have been skewed towards the last 
half of the year. - This is related to point 2, while there was higher out-migration, 
it appears that some of this large cohort will actually be in the 2016 Kindergarten 
cohort. 

4. There has been a slight decline in the apartment occupancy rate. - Although the 
decline was only one percentage point (the same drop experienced in many 
neighboring communities) it has an impact on enrollment since a high proportion 
of rental properties house pre-school and school age children. (The district has 

176 vacant apartments on line as of Dec. 16.) 







5. The household size of apartments is smaller. - Many of the rental households 
that are moving in have no children or are all pre-school. This is slowing the gain 
the district traditionally experiences in grades 2 through 6. 

6. There has been a slight slowing of existing homes sales in the district. - Again 
this decline has been small. But since the district is dependent on in-migration to 
keep enrollment steady, it has an impact. This drop is not due to a lack of 
households wanting to move in, but rather a lack of available existing homes on 
the market. (As of Dec. 16 the district had 33 homes listed for sale on line) 

7. The permitted apartment buildings of 2014 and 2015 are coming on line slower 
than anticipated. - While the district has experienced an increase in permitted 
apartments this year, they have been slow to come on line. Their impact has 
been pushed back to the 2016 and 2017 school years. 

8. The median home value in the district has increased significantly over the last 
year. - This factor ties in with point 6. As the asking price of existing homes 
increases it has a depressing impact on home sales. Housing in the district, 
which is not inexpensive to start with, is pricing many new home buyers out of 
the market. It also contributes to the out-migration of young apartment dwellers 
in the district looking to move into single family detached homes. 
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